Time trend in annual kidney graft survival.
First cadaver, unrelated kidney graft survival at one year from 50 Eurotransplant centers was analyzed and found to show marked changes in survival rates over the 20-year period from 1967 to 1986 inclusive. Full information on HLA-A, -B, and -DR matching and use of cyclosporine therapy was only available for the period 1981 to 1986. When these factors were allowed for, the number (and type) of HLA mismatches was shown to have a significant and independent effect on differences in survival rates whereas the effect of cyclosporine differed over the different years.